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Orrick of QOMMISSIONER or Onarws, } 
AUSTIN, June lst, 1857. j 
To the Governor : 
In retiring from this Office, I beg leave to 
f present to you, and through you to the Legisiutnre, the 


f following , 
: REPORT, 
| No written statement of all that has been done in the office 
$ can possibly be made, 
Tne amount of caro and labor necessarily devulving on one 
who undertakes to establish a new Depariment, made up of 
E the archives of several old ones, yot having prominent pecu- 
EE lante belonging to none other than itself; wit precedent, 
f and with no vther guide thanthe few abstract, general rales, 
‘which may be fouud in the law undor which such Department 
pis canted, can only be estimated by one who has had some 
Pexporicnce of the maguitude and diliculty of such an under- 
i taking, 
Certainly, the couiplicuted and difoult character of the 
duties of this Ollics cau hardly be exaguorated ; embracing, as 
it doeg, the ee of the functions of many former offi. 
vata, from the curliest ostablishmont of the War Department 
pod Nuvy Department, down through the waited Departments 
Bo! War and Murine, and the olico of the Adjutant General ; 
pind fom the first ganization of the dudiorial Depabbmenty 
‘own to the Auditortal Board for the adjustment of the Pub- 
lic Debt of the lato Republic, on one side of the Office 
+ Qn the other sida, a dutics of woe Office require an inti 
mato acquaintance with, and daily reference to, the whole 
mond aystom, with overy question to which it gives riso: Rom 
the first Culoninztion Law duwn to the last motlifieation ð. 
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Every question of pay for services or supplies; for horse 
lost in the service, or pressed by the officers of the Goven. J 
ment ; fora beef killed by a ranging company, er a cargo of 
goods taken for the use of the Government ; to be receind E 
examined and acted on. 

Every reasonable inquiry of every comer, on these and m 
infinity of kindred subjects, to be answered from the Recond, 

Every application for Bounty, Donation or Head-right 
land, to be patiently and cautiously examined. 

The evidence taken down in writing; the proofs of serin 
to be sought for among the accumulated archives of twenty-t1., 

ears. 
á The proofs of right, identity and residence, to be sent for ta 
every part of this State and of the United States, under com- 
missions issuing from this Office. ` 

Every Head-right, nos approved by the “ Traveling Boaid,” 
and every Military Land Warrant, not already patented, tob 
laboriously examined; and, to this end, a ready reference mal 
to an endless accumulation of old official papere—some d 
them never before systematized or indexed. 

To approve the genuine and reject the spurious. 

These are some of the requirements of the office of Commi: 
sioner of Claims. 

To adopt à system, neither too cumbrous nor too compl: 
cated, which should yet meet all the exigencies of the iiie, 
owas the first duty of the Commissioner. 

T have some pride in saying that such a system has bui 
adopted, and exists in full and satisfactory operation. | 

Tt next became the duty of the Commissioner to makes 

Digest of all the laws relating to bis office—so full as tox E 
forth every thing necessary for a person of ordinary intelligenr $ 
to know, in order to determine whether or not his particul 
case or claim came within the purview of any of these prow $ 
ions, yet sufficiently compendious to be conveniently trams 
missible, by the dozen, to every Post Office in the State E 
This duty was performed at as early a day as practicable 
It next became necessary to make a complete abstract ofa 
the private relicf laws relating to land, from the first meet 
of the Consultation to the last Session of the Legislature. 
This compilation was made from the Manuscript Acts o 
file in the Department of State; and the book, though w 
voluminous, is one of the most useful in the Office. B 
As the Office contained no check, or guide on the subjects 
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Jind Script, and as there is but one such check in existence, 
Ihave had the Scrip Book, belonging to the Comptroller’s 
ofice, carefully copied and compared, and the examined copy, 
containing one hundred. and fifty-four pages, is now an indis- 
pensable book of reference in the Office. 


As there exists no check on fully two-thirds of the Bounty 
om Donation Warrants hitherto issued, nor any means by which 
itis possible to ascertain to whom, and in what quantities, 
such warrants were granted, it became a matter of pressing 
| Interest to obtain all the information possible from all accessi- 
ble sources. - 


f. To this end, I addressed a Circular to the District Survey- 
F ors, requesting each to return me a list of the Military War- 
; rants in his office. But as there was no appropriation to pay 
| fr the trouble, arid no penal cnactment to enforce the demand, 
| the application was unnoticed by the Surveyors, with two hon- 
; o.able exceptions—Surveyors of Johnson and Harris counties. 
§ The State is indebted to the conrtesy and puslic spirit of 
the Messrs, De Cordova, and of John H. Isbell, Esq., of Bell 

munty, for much valuable information oa this subject From 
E the private book of the former I obtained a list of certificates 
E and warrants, on file in different offices, coveiing one hundred 

and fourteen pages ; and from the latter a similar list, cover- 
f ing about thirty-five pages of names and descriptions. 


These lists, though unauthentic, have been very useful, not 
only in detecting fraudulent or mistaken applications for orig- 
$ in issues, but in checking attempts to obtain duplicates of 
| odginals that are not lost, 


Of the general routine duties of the Office no adequate idea 
| cin be conveyed ; the most exacting, as to time and trouble, is 
§ occasioned by the innumeiable applications for information, 
f aad the interminable examinations resulting. 

| Of the mere manual and clerical labor some estimate may 
| be formed from the subjoined statement of some of the items 
g “hich go to constitute the whole. 

| The whole number of land claims presented cannot be 
& reported, as & large majority of them were not of such a char- 
f cter as to merit attention ; but of those which had some 
| ppearance of merit, the whole number docketed, up to this 
: date, is six hundred and eighty-three, 

| The number of claims for money, offered, if fully set ont, 
, Would amount to thousands; but, as at least nine-tenths of 
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them either had been paid or were preposterous in themsely,; 

the number Docketed for action was reduced to one hundra 

an l sixty. 

Of Duplicate Head-rights there have thus far issued forty. 
three; but there are many other applications in which t 
proof is yet defective, E 

So of Duplicate Bounty Warrants, of which there ha, 
issued four. - —_ 

Of Duplicate Donation Warrants theie has issued one. 

Of Unlveated balance of Head-rights, one hundred and sh. 
teen. 

Of Unloeated balance of Bounties, twelve. 

OF Unlocated balance of Donations, three. 

Of Unlovated balance of Serip, two. 

Of Commissions to take depositions in this and other Stats, 
ever two hundred and fifty. 

Of Index, there has been done in this O:Hee seven hand. 
and ninety-five pages. 

Of Ink Ruling, vertical and horizontal, for twenty-one Re- 
ord books, three thousand, nine hundred and twenty- 
pages, averaging thirteen lines to the page. 

Heal-rights registered, two hundred and sixty-two. 
Military Head-rights, approved, fifteen, : 
Ordinary Head-rights, rejected as forgeries, three. 
Bounty Warrants, registered, four hundred and forty. 
Bounty Warrants, approved, three hundied and sis. 
Bounty Wariants, suspended, twenty-eight. 

Bounty Warrants, rejected, twenty-four. 

Donations registered, one hundred and twenty-five. 

Donations approved, eighty-two. 

Donations suspended, eleven. 

Donations rejected, eleven, 

Scrip registered, sixty-cight. 

Serip approved, sixty-eight. è : 

Number of oaths administered and evidence taken down m 
Office, one thonsand one hundred and seventy-three. 

It will be observed that, during the greater portion of the 
time I have held this Olfice, I have had but the tw clerks i 
which the Legislature made provision, and none of the timed 
the extra clerks, which Ihave felt mysclf compelled to em- 
ploy, can be counted against this labor, as it requires, and wil 
always vequire, at least two very expert and reliable clukst 
make examinations, Ki 
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To make the necessary examinations for the approval of a 
single Bounty Warrant not unfrequently occupies the Com- 
missioner or clerk for several hours. 
= ‘This is partly owing to the similarity in names, partly to the 
É diferent ways in which the same name is sometimes spelled, 
E partly to careless copying, and partly to the multitude cf 
papers among which such examinations are made. 

In this connexion I remark, that wher the Office shall have 
before it the necessary data to justify the approval or rejection 
| of Head-right Certificates, a large increase of clerks will be 
! necessary, unless the power of granting is taken away. : 

Even now, four clerks cannot do the business of the Office, 

| under a Commissioner who has any faculty for disposing of 
: bane and when health will permit him to work full Office 
+ hours, , 
f Assuring the Legislature, that the additional labor em- 
$ ployed by me was indispensable, and that I did not employ an 
| extra clerk without the sanction of the Governor, who was 
i fully apprized of the necessity, I cannot doubt that the excel- 
} lent young gentlemen, who have lebored faithfully and zeal- 
cusly, without an appropriation to pay them, will be hberally 
and justly compensated for their services. 

The amounts due them are trivial: they are not stated 


rere, but have been approved by me, and will be, by them, _ 


É presented. 


Or HuAp-RiGHTS—THE Issuz OF ORIGINALS FROM THIS 
E Orrice—Tuu Continuation or THE GRANTING POWER. 
| —Up to this time, no original Head-right has been issued, and 
E no Head-right, except fifteen granted by the Adjutant General, 
| has been approved. . 

The reason is obvious. 

| Section Frera of the act of August first, Eighteen Hundred 
$ and Filty-six, makes it the duty of the Commissioner of the 
| General Land Office, as carly as practicable, to famish this 
| Office certain data, as will be seen by reference ‘to the Section 
f indicated, 

I . Until this basis of action shall be placed in this Office, any 
} final action on the subject of Head-rights is impossible. 

t | When these Reports will be completed I have no means of 
f Judging, but I suppose not much before the next meeting of 
+ the Legislature. , 

Hee I might stop, and decline to take any action having 
f telerence to this class of Cascs, leaving the burthen and 
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responsibility on my successor; but I preferred to meet eye 
responsibility that has arisen, and have made the same dispo- 
sition of every application for a Head-right, in support of 
which the applicant has made all his proofs, that I would han 
felt it my duty to make had I remained in Office till the erpi- 
ration of the term for which I was elected. 

Because I know, that, in the passage of the law creati 
this Office, the Legislature had in contemplation no such state 
of things as now exists. ; 

Because I know, that the claims now on my Docket are bui 
the advance waves of a mighty tide, which has only been hei 
back, not turned aside. 

Because I know, that no degree of strictness in the-lav, o 
in the mode of making proof, can avert, though it has, thw 
far, checked and delayed, the inundation. 

That the strict requirements of the law will be met ina 
multitude of cases, as‘they have already been met in afa; 
that whatever proof is required will, in many cases, certainly 
be made, without reference to merit, Infact, that the wont 
and least meritorious cases will be supported by the most 
accurately perfect proof. ; 

Because, from my knowledge of the history of the county, 
I know that many such cases, indeed, a very large preponder 
ance of them, must necessarily be spurious : and because il 
is utterly impossible to discriminate, inasmuch as the genum 
claim and the spurious claim are established by the same 
mode and measure of proof—often by the same witnesses; ant 
no living man can possibly guess which is the genuine, whic 
the spurious. 

For these reasons, and because there is no time specified, 
within which the Commissioner is compelled to issue a centit- 
cate in any case ; also, because the delay involved will do w 
real injury to any person interested ; while I fully admit that 
in many cases which have been referred to the Legislatuy, 
the proof adduced is all that the law requires, and the meat 
ing of the law is, that this Office, once being put in possesso 
of all the Reports and Registers from the General Land Ofte, 
the applicant would be entitled to his certificate upon maka 
such proof as, in these cases, has been made. Yet, believing 
that the system of granting original Heac-rights under th 
provisiors of this law, while it will doa little good on the om: 
hand, will result in enormous evils on the other—if th 
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E yasteful misappropriation of the Public Domain be an evil; 
a if fraud and perjury are evils. 

$ ‘In performance, of what I believe to be a sacred though 
É unpleasant duty, I assume the responsibility, so far as my 
É action is concerned, of retaining the whole system within the 
E control ot the law-making power, so that at its approaching 
f convocation, it may sanction and affirm the matter as it 
‘stands, or make such other disposition of it as may seem pro- 
E per, with the facts before it. ' 

$ Idonot speak too harshly when I use the terms “fraud” 
E and “ perjury,” for there are now to be seen, in this Office, 
É many cases, in some of which the witnesses have sworn to a 
| Hank applicant ; and in others, the names of the witnesses, as 
E vell as that of the applicant, are in blank, to be filled in by 
ihe agent or purchaser—and all solemnly authenticated by a 
B Notary Public, under his hand and official seal. 

= twill be gathered from the foregoing, that, in my opinion, 
the power, now vested in this Office, to grant original Head- 
srichts, ought to be withdrawn. Such is my deliberate con- 
B viction. 

| Tfecl confident that the number of just claimants remain- 
ing unsatishied is extremely limited; and my reason will not 
assent to the proposition, that the indolence of a few persozs, 
Bvho, through along series of years, would not apply fora 
[fec gratuity on the part of the Government, which they could 
lave at any time realized, by showing their compliance with 
gthe law gaverning the gift, constitutes a reason sufficiently 
cogent to influence the Legislation of the State, to the wast- 
ine of her domain and the demoralization of her citizens. 

g The recommended cases, constituting Class “A,” are those 
geureference to which all the circumstances, as well as the 
mere evidence, show the applicant entitled to a moral, and 
gecucially speaking, to a legal certainty, The evidence in 
et of each will be found on the file, in itd appropriate ` 
Eucher, 

f The cases marked referred, constituting Class “ B,” do not 
Ed on exactly the same ground, but the leading points of 
geuiterence will be found in the value of the evidence. 

: Thus, for instance, in the cases of O. Rangel, No. six hun- 
Bred and fifty-three; Susan Escamil, No. six hundred and 
fly-four; Petra Galvin, No. six hundied and fifty-six ; Ra- 
gla Ramirez, No. six hundred and fifty-eight ; Margarita 
puitton, No. six hundred and fifty-nine; Encarnacion Uaca, 
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No. six hundred and sixty ; Lucis Elisa, No six hundredg} 
sixty-two; Casimero Sanches, No. six hundred and siti 
three; Estefana Guerrero, No. six hundred and sixty-four 
Cne of the two witnesses by whom the claims ar oy 
ported, Margarito Sanches, renders himself legally unworthy 
of belief, by swearing, before a Notary Public, to blank afit. 
viés, as may be seen in this Office. 
But there are other questions. 


The cases from No. one to No. nineteen, inclusive, are appl 
cations for Bounty and Donation, for alleged services in Fis 
teen Hundred and Thirty-five. It will be seen that, in the 
cases, there is no legal evidence. What the moral effet ¢ 
the testimony may be it is for the Legislature to determine 

The ease of Parry W. Humphreys is of this character, W 
received and accepted one-third of a league tor his Weat-nzb 
as a single man, and now claims two-thirds of a learn al 
a labor, as the head of a family, consisting of two sisters, vin 
after the death of his brother, icsided with him, 

The application, after full examination, was icjected by te 
Commis-ioncr, perhaps erroncouly ; bat at the instanced! 
th. applicant, is now referred to the Legislature for its actio 

To the ease of Dugald McLean, the proof does not shor 
kim to have been a icsident on the second of March, Eighten 
Hundred and Thirty-six, nor to have come as a volunteer le 
tween ihat date and the rst of August, Bighteen Hundel 
and Thirty-six, Neither does it appear that he has resided 
Texas since the days of the Revolution. It does show, hor 
ever, that he participated in the war in Eighteen Hundied w 
Thirty-six, 

In the case of Edward Hernandez, No. one hundred at 
fifiy-one, it is apparent that he has received some land, Mi 
Low much, or in what capacity, is not proven. l 

Santiago Hernandez, No. one hundred and fifty-eight 
received fiom his County Court six hundred and forty atm 
ås his Head-right, according to his own statement. 

So of Gi Ximenes, No. one hundred and fifty-nine. 

Encarnacion Garcia, No. two hundred and sevent)-fe 
almits that he received and sold his land, but it does ™ 
aj pear how much. , 

Juan Ximenes, No, three hundred and thirty-two, admit 
that he once sold his right to land for twenty-five dollars, W 
the result does nut appear. 


il 


Minel Del Toro, No. three hunlied and thirty-three, in 
i something of the same situation. 

These things are not mentioned as necessarily excluding 
B fiese applicants from Legislative relict, but merely as features 
E in the cases to be considered. 

f Several modifications might be made in the requirements of 
E ihe law, without injury to the State, and greatly to the relief 
È of the Commissivner and the applicant; but as this Repat is 
E already too long, I will leave them to my successor. 

E The abolition of this Olice, under existing circumstances, 
fis cartainly not advisable. 

Fmsr, because of the utterly unadjusted condition of our 
l Land System. 

E Socoxp, because of the vast amount of fraud that has been 
E poptratel in connection with that System. 

E Tuen, because, of these frautulent issues, as well as of the 
f figed Tleul-vight Certificates, and of the forged and spurious 
papers relate to certificites ; compa.atively a very small 
f popaution has yet been presented 

FourrH, because, 1 there is to be an office for the detection 
gf these Frands, it must be one which shall possess all the 
E hives of the Auditors Office, in whieh alone are found the 
E poof to sustain a valid Military Warrant or Claim, and to 
g detect false ones. 

E The numberof Boanty and Donation Warrants, which have 
fhiwd undr the Republic an l State, exceeds seventeen thou- 
asad, Of that nu nber, only six thousind five hundred and 
pioety, or little over one-third, has ever ben, in any way, 
Breturned to the General Land Ornice. 

f The remainder are held up; and, mmless the present law is 
econtinued, will be held up as long ag may suit the views or 
pcomport with the negligence of holders. So long as there is 
pena hops of the abolition of this Office, a very large num- 
pber will be kept from view, as the holders of Spurious Claims 
fee well advised of the facility and ca tainty with which they 
B have, so far, been detected and defeated. i 
f Ofthe numer returned to the Land Office, some, not yet 
Minted, have been found fiandulent, and others, eyually 
Pvrlulent, have been patented, without any fault on the part 
bef thit Office, which has never had any “check” on the issues 
| the Adjutant Goneral’s Oflice. - 

| Thit the whol: number of issuas in each class of Miltary 
Patan s is greatly exvessive, has been long known; that a 
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very large majority of the Warrants yet outstanding are eg 
and genuine, is not to be questioned ; but that the vast ray 
of frauds has, up to this time, been withheld from investigy 
tion, is equally unquestionable. 

Nor isa detective office less necessary with reference + 
Head-rights, as will be seen by the statement of a few gener! 
facts, which have come to my knowledge since the Organa 
tion of this Office. 

It has been ascertained, that, in many instances, persa 
who obtained First Class Head-rights in one portion of the R 
public, have subsequently obtained twelve hundred and cick 
acre or six hundred and forty acre [ead-rights in another, 

Also, that many persons have obtained two, or even my 
distinct Third Class Head-rights, sometimes in’ thelr m 
names, but, more frequently, one by assignee in one county, 
and one in proper person in another. 

The mode most frequently adopted was this: The ay’ 
cant, say in Eighteen Hundred ani Thirty-cight, obtained ki 
conditional in the county of A; in Highteen Hundred e! 
Forty-two, another person, claiming as his assignee, unders 
assignment, sometimes genuine, sometimes forged, and with 
fieged or certified copy of the conditional, obtained one w 
conditional in the county of B: while the original grante, 
applying for himself in the county of A, and producing is 
witnesses and his genuine certificate in the connty of its ise 
ance, and his own iesidence, of course obtained his uawnt 
tional. 

in a word, there are multitudes of Head-right certificas 
spurious, fraudulent, and void from the begmming, and may 
cases in which two or more have issued in right of the se 
person. , 

These are some of the facts on which is predicated the so 
ion that this Office ought to be continued, at least as an (ie 
tf inspection and detection. 

To detect and baile these attempts to defraud the States 
the evident duty and policy of any good Government. 

In our case, it may be Jess an object to protect the Pall 
Domain than to rebuke deliberate crime, which is a cherish 
object of all sound Legislation. , 

It has been suggested, that, even with reference to apple 
tioas for Head-rights, the Office might be made emineng 
setviceable, by merely empowering the Commissioner 4 

nive anl sist the proof, ant aegompiny the sune with swè 
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É opinions or suggestions as present themselves to him. And 1 
E nust say, that the suggestion commands my approbation, 
| The number of Certificates issued to Railroad Companies, 
Zand to builders of vessels within the State, will be found in 
B document “ D.” . 
E The total amount of money received for all issues is five 
hundred and cighty-three dollars, all of which has been paid 
Rover tothe State Treasurer, as may be seen by the Book of 
BAeccipts an L Payments on file in this Office. 
E Noreturn is made of the number of original applications 
rejected, not need anything be said as to claims partly 
Bprovins every thing of this character my successor will see at 
Bsplance by looking over the entries on the Docket, and tho 
f papers in cach case, 
| Appended, will be found a list of Public Debt Certificates 
Bisued, marked Document “0.” 
: Very respectfully, 

AMES C. WILSON, 


Commissioner of Claims. 


OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER OF CLAIMS. 
To his Excellency . 

E E, M. Prase, Governor of the State of Texas, 

f in accordance with the requiroments of the Act, creating the 
$ Otice of Commissioner of Claims, I beg leave to present to 
gyou the following Report of the number and description of 
BUertificntes that have been issued, and also those appreved 
Boy me, since my appointment as Commissioner, on the 28th 
gay of June last, to the present date. 

| Original Headricht Certificates, 

É Unconditional Headrights, by virtue of Conditional 
| Certificates, 

Original Bounty Warrants, 

Bounty Warrants issued by virtue of Poe’s Certificates, 
E Original Donations, 

$ Duplicate Headrights, 

7 Bounties, 

Donations, 
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There have been filed forregistryand approval, since the 
establishment of the Office, 733 Headtieht Cer- 
tifieates ; of which there were acted upon by my pne- 
decessor, : R 

Appioved since 30ih. June, HH 

Rejected, “ “ «l 3 10 

Withdrawn and suspended, - À 

There have been tiled since the 28th of June last, 33 

Jounty Warrants, of which there have been approved, 24 

Rejected, 3 

Remaining suspended, 1, 

There have been filed during the same period, * oj, 

Donation Waraats, cf which there have been Approved, 4, 

Rejected, 


Remaining suspended, D, 
Scrip rewistaed and approved during same period 7. 
L D tæ 3 


Tn every instance, I have followed as closely as possible, th 
rules and icgulations established by my predecessor, and ask 
has given in his report the most valid and conclusive reasms 
why Original Headright Certificates had not been issued de 
ring his administration, and ought not hereafter to Leis 
until the next meeting of the Legislature, I will uot reiterst 
the reasons therein given; but will hae state, thet I fully e 
dorse all the statements he has made upon that and every othe 
subject connected with this olfice, f 

No new Mexican claims have been presented tome; neither 
has any further proof been offercd on those already filed. Th 
reason is obvious. 

The total number of claims for land which have been com 
sidered of sufficient importance to file and docket, since ti 
first opening of this office to the present time, is 885)4 
which ntimber, only those marked “Exhibit A.” have bee 
considered worthy of recommendation, and such as I shom 
have granted, except for the reasons previously assigned. 

The cases referred to in “Exhibit B.”, arc in most instat 
submitted to the Legislatme at the request of the applicat, 
some of them are doubtless meritorious, but the evidence bei 
imperfect, they are 1¢ferred with the evidence adduced, togel 
with my remarks endorsed thereon, 

I have hitherto refused to issue Bounty or Donation We 
ranis,te the heirs of deceased soldiers, even where the prof a 

service is complete, and the identity of the heirs fully etè 
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Elished, for the reason that all evidence by which it can be as- 
Eeaiainel to whom Military Warrants have heretofore issued, 
Bend for what service, has been destroyed. I deemed it an act 
ei justico-both to the State, and to the individuals to whom 
fhe Warrants might have been legally transferred from the 
f original grantee, to defer their issuance, until the Ist. day of 
Sptember 1893, at which time all certilicates not presented 
gir registry will be forever barred from location, survey and 
tent, by the Act creating this office: then, if the original 
Fanani has not been presented, the claim can be granted to 
fhe heirs, IP I had consented to issue Military Warrants to 
Bihe heirs of deceased soldiers, previous to the meeting of the 
Blevislature, the number of claims would doubtless have been 
Enormously increased ; many of whom would have made complete 
froot, had their certificates issued, surveyed and patented before 
‘thecertificate which issued to the original party in his life time, 
good By him legally transferred, had been presented to this office 
B ior revistry. , 

| For the reasons above stated, I have also deferred the issu- 
Bance of Duplicate Military Warrants to the heirs of deccased 
Bvoldiers, 

É The certificates issued by Geo. W. Poe, Pay master General in 
#1836 and °37, for land to which claimants were entitled, have 
Blitherto, before patents could issue thereon, been required to 
cancelled, and bounty warrant issued in lieu thereof As 
goll evidence possessed by the Adjutant General, has been de- 
psiroyed, and in many instances the original party or bis assig- 
fne, having obtained a bounty warrant fom suid office for the 
Beane service, evidence of which is on file in the General Land 
Office, I would recommend that the party applying in future, 
gbe required to present his transfers to the same, from the orig- 
malgrantee, duly authenticated, together with proof of his 
{identity and residence before a new warrant beissued. In the 
B pplication for duplicate Military warrants, Ithas been found 
almost, andin many cases will be, wholly impossible to prove 
E iy the testimony of at least two credible witnesses or record 
evidence, (of which there is none remaining) that the original 
certificate which is snid to have been lost or destroyed, did in 
Riact issue, The claim of Genl. M. B. Lamar, for Duplicate 
Donation Warrant for his services at San Jacinto, will be found 
m Exhibit A., asan example, It ought to be considered suf- 
Bicient evidence that the party to whom the original certificate 
[Sud was entitled to the same by documents now on file in 
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this offce, such as would be required to justify its apponi) ff 
also giving the number and date of the certificate and by wha i 
issued, and the applicant proving his right to the same by, 
complete chain of transfet from the original grantee,duly m. 
thenticated, and in all other respects complying with the pn. 
visions of the Acts of 1840 and 1846. 

All the heirs of deceased persons who are of age at the tim 


cription, to which the deceased party was entitled, -should k 
required to make affidavit before seme officer authorized toad, & 
minister oaths, having a seal, that they neither know of ther $ 
own personal knowledge, or even heard of the deceased pat & 
transferring the same during his life time, and that they hav I 
never transferred their right to the same since his death, al $ 
also prove the right of the deceased person by a legal chain of 
tansfer, if the same was not issued direct to him. i 
Although, under the present law, I am authorized and m E 
quired to issue a duplicate of any certificate lost, Tamd § 
opinion, that no more should issue, upon conditional certifi. $ 
cates, or of soldiers discharges that have beenlost. Iam alo $ 
of opinion that all conditional certificates should be barel & 
from location, after the first of September 1858, for the reas $ 
that, under the existing Jaw, they may be filed upon anu @ 
cant land, and the file renewed, without limitation, until im 
can be secured by a genuine certificate after the last file a $ 
ires, . 
In the examination of Headright Certificates filed foray $ 
proval, the utmost discrimination and judgment is requin: $ 
for frequently two, or even three, have issued to the same part f 
for the same quantity of land, each bearing the same number f$ 
and date, and purporting to have been issued by the swg 
Board ; some few of which are, at the request of the owne g 
remaining suspended in this office; but which I am satisiel Ș 
must eventually be rejected. | 
A large number of Certificates have been obtained by al 
ministrators of the estates of deceased persons, de bonis 1% 
which have, in many instances, been sold to cover the expe” 
of administration, and while from the reports of the Clas! 
other counties, I am convinced, from a similarity in the pam 
a correspondence in the number of acres and in the date of» 
migration, that other certificates have been issued on acooul 
of the same individual. m 
In some instances parties have obtained their condition! 
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' md unconditional certificates in the same county, and after- 
' wards obtained an unconditional, by vutue ofthe same con- 
' conditional, in another county but in some instances, where a 

second unconditional has been obtained, no reference is made 
; to theconditional certificate. When the Commissioner believes 
: fom the evidence before him, that two unconditional Certifi- 
` cates have been issued to the same person, the owner should 

be required to prove that they were issued to different individ- 

udls, if such be the case. It will probably be argued that this 
| would be a very arduous task in some instances, which I will 
| admit, and yet, for the reasons above assigned, I deem it indis- 
t pensable to the interest of the State. 


| Ihaveseen 20 Certificates, which were issued by the same 
Board on the same day to the same person, as administrator on 
| twenty different estates, who was afterwards a Mier prisoner 
f and died in Mexico. ‘These Certificates will be brought for 
| approval, without any known individual, probably, having a 
f shadow of title in them, except what has or may hereafter ac- 
£ crue from the expenses of administration. 


| There are numerous cases of county Boards of Land Com- 
; missioners issuing augmentations of 320 acres to persons who 
} had obtained unconditional Certificates as single men, and af- 
| terwards married in the State previous to 1842, Ifthey had 
| obtained their unconditional as single men for the purpose of 
| securing their headrights, and their families had afterwards 
; rived, previous to the 1st of January 1842. I consider that 
| they were entitled to receive the additional quantity, but I 
| iindno Jaw authorizing their issuance for marrying in the 

country, Also, parties who received conditional Certificates 
| for 320 acres have had unconditionals granted to them by vir- 
tue ofthe same, with augmentation of 320acres forthe reason 
‘signed, as late as 1856. These I have at present suspended, 

but I recommend that an act be passed legalizing those that 


| heretofore issued, but barring all claims of that character for 
$ the future, 


_No mention is made in the Act creating this office, of Head- 
| ight Certificates of the Ist Class in the “lost book” of Harris 
county. As they were not exempted from registry and appro- 
p val, I have acted upon such as have been presented, when 
į companied by a copy from said book, of the evidence taken 
$ ‘0 the case of the Certificate so presented, certified to by the 
| Commissioner of the General Land Office. I recommend that 
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they be exempted from approval, as all other first Class Ca. 
tificates. 

In the examination of Military Warrants, my predecessy 
has fully explained to you, in his report, the numerous dif. FF 
culties to be encountered. The reason that so few of th p 
spurious issues have hitherto been presented for appro! $ 
is, that the present owners have been advised of their ilk. $ 
gality, and are retaining them unseen as long as possibi, & 
hoping and desiring that this office will be abolished, or thy $ 
some act will be passed, authorizing the Commissioner of ih Æ 
General Land Office to issue patents upon them, when locate) $ 


A Bounty or Donation Warrant issued to an assignee sina 
the 24th of November 1851, should remain in this office, an $ 
not be patented until the rightful owner shall be shown, asJ J 
have in my possession, authentic information (in almost even 
case of supposed frand) of the time and place where the origin & 
al transfer purports to have teen made; also before whom i & 
was authenticated, and the name of the party proving it up. 
together with every particular connected with its issuance t 
the assignee. The proof of the transfer ought to be taken by $ 
depositions, and before a County Clerk or Judge of a Courto $ 
Record, 

Until it is made a penal offence for county officers, author 
ized to take acknowledgments of deeds, &c. to state in thet 
authentication, “to me well known,” without having the leat 
knowledge of the original party making the assignment, or t 
the witness to an instrument proving it up, nothing cr $ 
put a check upon the unblushing fraud and perjury which ha Ẹ 
been, and is still being perpetrated. 5 

According to the Act passed 4th December 1837, (vide Hat E 
ley 1834) which was intended to define the amount of landt 
which a soldier was entitled for his services, the utmost bowi 
he could receive was “twelve hundred and eighty acres ft 
twelve months service or upwards,” but I find numerous i g 
stances of the same person having received 1920, and som ff 
2240 acres in separate Warrants. 


These I have approved for the amounts to which they wer § 
entitled under the above mentioned law, The last Adjunt & 
General could never have examined how much bounty land 
soldier had previously received, but only whether he had pë 
formed the service for which the claim was made. Some” 
stances have occurred in which the same person has receive! 
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two warrants for the same service, from different Adjutant 
Generals. 

The only forgeries I have discovered, have been made on the 
name of Barnard E. Bee, in some of which, the imitation is ex- 
ecuted almost to perfection, and in nearly all these instances, I 
find the original party was entitled to the land for the service 
as described in the Warrant. Itcan therefore, only be pre- 
sumed that the transfer to the same, if any exists, was also 
forged. But very few of these have been, nor do I think, will 
be presented for registry until the time for their registration 
has nearly expired, for the reasons previously assigned. 

Of the Bounty Warrants issued to assignees since Novem- 
ber 1851, but a small number of those which are known to be 
fraudulent, have come into the office; only those that have been 
bought by innocent purchasers, with the request that they 
should be rejected, in order that they might have legal recourse 
upon the party from whom they purchased. 

There are several special Bounties issued to soldiers for par- 
ticipation in the siege of Bexar, who were not entitle. to re- 
ceive them; the company to which they belonged not having 
been present during the siege; yet in most instances they ar- 
rived there soon after the reduction of the town. When they 
participated in the siege, itis generally expressed in the -dis- 
charge, 

The list which was saved from the late Adjutant Generals 
office, of those who fell in the Alamo with Travis, is the most 
imperfect of any of the muster rolls. I find several names on 
the monument and elsewhere, which are not on this list, and 
to whose heirs, Donation have issued ; several of these will be 
found in the Certificates which I am obliged to submit to the 
Legislature for their approval, as I have not record evidence 
on which to approve them, being certain that they are genu- 
ine certificates, issued Ly officers who had every means of ob- 
taming information on the subject which is now consumed. 

Inthe Bounty Warrants submitted to the Legislature, will 
be found one, that was issued to Lt. Gol. James Tarlton for 
1280 acres, for servicesfrom the 30th January to 20th October 
1836, for which identical service, he received another by spe- 
cial Act of the Legislature, passed at its regular session, the 
fomer of which had been transferred by him to Thos, M. Hicks, 
a survey made by virtue thereof and returned to the General 
Land Office for patenting, previous to the passage of the act 
above referred. to, 
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Tn accordance with an Act passed on the 18th March 1849 
a certified copy of a decree of the District Court is suficien E 
authority for a surveyor to survey, and the Commissioner of i 
the General Land Office to patent the land surveyed. Und Æ 
this law, any party can obtain a certified copy, by which he 
may secure a location. I am aware that three separate surveys 
are now held by virtue of the same decree of the District cour, EÈ 
I would recommend that that law be repealed, and in case the $ 
original certificate is lost, the owner should be required ty 
comply with the laws now governing Duplicates and obtain 
one from this office. 
In cases where the original parties presented their Conti. 
tional Certificates, made all the proof required by law, and 
were entitled to receive unconditional certificates by virtu 
thereof, previous to Ist. August 1857, their land ougkt not to 
bo subject to location; they had complied with the law, but] 
was unable to issue the Unconditional, as my predecessor hal $ 
not received the reports of the Clerks of the County Boards of $: 
Land Commissioners, from the Commissioner of the Genen! $. 
Land Offiee, previous to his retiring from this office. i 
it would relieve the Commissioner from great responsibility, $ 
it the Attorney General was required to give him his opiniu $ 
in writing, in all cases touching the public interest, or co- 
cerning the revenue or expenses of the State. His decision $ 
would frequently prevent any further litigation or annoyane g 
hereafter. ; 
Every District and County Surveyor should be requiret, & 


under a penalty for non-performance, to make a full and com $ 


plete retum to the Commissioner of Claims, on or before th $È 
day of 1858, and quarterly thereafter, of every $ 
land Certificate in his office, giving the name, number al § 
quantity, and county where issued, by whom filed, if know, $ 
and whether the same has been located or not. Exceptaper E 
alty is attached for non-performance of this duty, the reque E 
ments would be in many instances evaded, but a reasonable 4 
compensation should be allowed them for this extra service 
Tt is wholly unnecessary and a waste of labor, that aCe 
tificate for an unlocated balance as issued by the Commissor g 
er of the General Land Office, should be recorded in this ofie $ 
as required in the 12th Section of the Act creating the salt g 
tor when issued, a check is kept in said office, also a record t g 
the new Certificate, and the one issued from said office remat gE 
on file here as a voucher for the new issuance. i 
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By the 4th Section of the Act creating this office, the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office is required to furnish the 
Commissioner of Claims witha register of every Land Certifi- 
cate that has been returned to his office, except certain 
Certificates therein mentioned. The only register hith- 
erto received, has been that containing the return of Military 
Land Warrants, which has compelled me in every instance on 
the application for a Duplicate Headright, to require a Cer- 
tificate from the Commissioner of said office, that thesame had 
not been duplicated, and that the original was not returned 
to his office. 

Many months intervened after the establishmentof this office 
before Headrights of the 2nd and 3rd class could be approved, 
owing to the great amount of labor to be performed by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office in copying the reports 
ofthe Clerks of the various County Boards before the original 
could be filed in this office, most of which were not received. 
until the 6th day of July last. 

In Exhibit O., will be found a list of Public Debt Certifi- 
cates issued since my appointment, on the 28th June last,— 
The total amount of which is $2819,10. I would remark in 
conection, that the claim of Genl. M. B. Lamar for $2122,34 
was audited by my predecessor, but the Certificate was not is- 
sued until after my induction into office. TI would recommend 
that an appropriation be made for their payment. 

There will be found in Exhibit D., Bounty and Donation 
Warrants issued by the former authorities, which are referred. 
to the Legislature, for the reason that the evidence upon which. 
they issued, has been destroyed, and the party not having re- 
celved pay for the same service, there is no data in this office 
upon which they can be approved; and in most instances no 
knowledge of the party who performed the service can be ob- 
tamed by the present owner; and believing them to be genu- 
ine and legally issued, I recommend that an Act be passed, 
authorizing their approval. 

As a very responsible portion of the duties of this office, re- _ 
quiring the greatest care and strictest examination, necessarily 
devolves upon the principal Clerk, I would suggest that he 
be required to give bond and security for the faithful perform- 
ance of his duties, and that in all other respects he be placed 
Upon an equality with the Chief Clerks of other Departments 
of the State. 

The extra assistance I have procured of one clerk for two 
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months; together with $50 allowed a clerk by contract, forin § 
dexing all the Muster Rolls not destroyed, has been indispen- 
sable, and I feel assured that the Legislature will make an ap. Ẹ 

propriation for the payment of the accounts approved bym $ 
for said service, which will be presented by them, 
It will require at least four competent clerks in this office 
during the session of the Legislature, and if the greater po É 
tion of the Certificates, not hitherto returned tothe Genea É 
Land Office, or this office are presented for registry and appro- $ 
val previous to lst September 1858, as required by lav,it Ẹ 
will require at least that number to perform the duties. 

Respectfully your 
obd’t servant 

JAS, O. ILLINGS WORTH, 


Commissioner. $ 


